STATE:	NEBRASKA	Comment by Michael Cotter: ** READ FIRST **
Number or letter in parentheses identifies the corresponding data-entry step within the Legacy guided process tool.

(S) = Legacy Search
(1) = Enter Project Data
(2) = Enter Project Statements
(5) = Enter Action Data
(6) = Enter Estimated Costs

GRANT NUMBER: 	W-90-HM-1/ F10AF00706	Comment by Michael Cotter: (S) FIND LEGACY DATA Search by grant program, state or activity to locate record.  In this example,   “W” = Wildlife Restoration Program (funding source), “HM” = Habitat Management (activity)	Comment by Michael Cotter: (S) SEARCH GRANTS: SAP/PO/FBMS Grant # for Legacy record searching.
GRANT TITLE:	HABITAT RESTORATION on WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREAS  
GRANT PERIOD:	February 1, 2010 through January 31, 2013
REPORTING PERIOD: February 1, 2010 through January 31, 2013 – Final Report

OBJECTIVES
Received in WSFR on 4/5/13
The objective of this project was to restore and enhance wildlife habitat on wildlife management areas by removal of invasive species and restoration of native vegetation to maintain or enhance existing cover.  	Comment by Michael Cotter: (1) ENTER PROJECT DATA:”   Identify primary “work” getting done within the objectives. “Restoration and enhancement of WMA habitat “and select…

PROJECT CATEGORY = Conservation/Management

ACTION CATEGORY = Direct Management of Natural Resources

Without defined categories, the action module cannot be populated.	Comment by Michael Cotter: (2) STATEMENT OBJECTIVE: Objective should clearly identify project deliverables with a narrative statement transferred from FAIMS.  If objective is missing, unclear or confusing, contact WSFR liaison

RESULTS AND BENEFITS

Grant activities provided for habitat management practices on 7,268 acres of land on 32 wildlife management areas and will enhance the quality of Nebraska’s public hunting lands and maintain hunting opportunities at a high level.  See table below for the accomplishments of the 2010 through 2012 grant field projects.  


	
	Acres  

	Habitat Practice
	2010
	2011
	2012	Comment by Michael Cotter: (5) ENTER ACTION DATA:  A combination of the narrative results and the tabular data will be used for the verbose results section once “Objective Addressed” and “Project Statement” are selected within the Action module.

	Disk & plant grass/forbs
	465
	
	75

	Disk only
	600
	175
	938

	Tree shearing
	715
	1411
	1799

	Spraying
	80
	280
	

	Food Plots
	650
	80
	 

	Total
	2510
	1946
	2812





APPROACH

This grant program has been referred to as the “Habitat Share Program”.  Habitat Share has been a cooperative effort with Pheasants Forever, Inc. (PF) and the National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF).  Both entities have provided the non-federal cash match, and have assisted with the Request for Proposal (RFP) process to find contractors to implement the management on the WMA’s. Through a competitive bidding process, contractors were hired by PF and NWTF to complete these projects.  In some cases the weather was too wet to complete all of the projects prior to programmatic agreement time frames (and proper planting times), so some projects were re-scheduled for the upcoming segment.  In other cases, sites that were scheduled for disking and interseeding were only disked and not interseeded due to the positive response of native annuals.  	Comment by Michael Cotter: . (1) ENTER PROJECT DATA – DESCRIPTION: This is what the public will see from the viewer portal.  Two to four sentence abstract of the work proposed (who, what, and why).  Information for the “Description” can be found in many places, including the approach, need, background, and/or results.  The most difficult part of TRACS entry.  Often times, the description will not be a cut and paste and requires critical thought.



Tree Shearing:  Tree clearing areas have all undesirable trees in each area removed. Trees were sheared and mulched at the ground level wherever possible. Trees too large to be sheared, cut or mulched were cut with chainsaws.  Trees removed included red cedar, cottonwood, elm, mulberry, ash, Russian olive and any other species identified by the wildlife biologist. Deciduous trees were chemically treated immediately after shearing to prevent re-sprouting. In some cases trees were piled near tree removal areas under direction of the area biologist
[image: C:\Alicia Hardin\Pictures\FDC\pre-cut south of hatcher 3-17-10.JPG]
Pre-tree shearing on Calamus Reservoir


[image: C:\Alicia Hardin\Pictures\FDC\post cut south of hatcher 6-7-10.JPG]
Post-tree shearing on Calamus Reservoir




Disking/Interseeding:  This included primary and finishing disking with a soil penetration of 4-6 inches.  In some cases a no-till or minimum till drill was used to interseed forbs and legumes into the soil. This practice is intended to establish early successional habitat.
[image: C:\Alicia Hardin\Pictures\FDC\RCW disking f.JPG]
Disking at Rose Creek West WMA.



Grass Renovation/Spraying:  In an effort to suppress invasive cool season grasses, herbicide was sprayed during the primary growing season when day time temperatures reach a minimum of 50 degrees during actual application.  When smooth brome control is the primary objective, herbicide was sprayed in the fall prior to native grass/forb interseeding.  All chemical spraying was accomplished by contractors with chemical certification and following all label requirements. 	Comment by Michael Cotter: (5) +ENTER PROGRESS: More information that can be added to the “Results” section in conjunction with the tabular data.

Grass Planting: New plantings of grass and forb/legumes mixtures were planted to provide nesting, feeding, brood-rearing and roosting cover for a variety of species. Upland game birds as well as big game and waterfowl benefited from these plantings. Plantings will also stabilize the soil and control erosion.

Food Plots: plots of row crops and small grains were planted on areas to provide not only a food source, but to provide brood-rearing and winter cover for upland game birds as well as number of other species. Several species of wildlife utilized these plots. Food plots also serve as a prepared site for cool season and warm season grass plantings.
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